


























Crystal Lakes Road & Recreation Association
300 Tami Road

Red Feather Lakes, CO 80545

“ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED”

Remember to Change to Your Winter Address!
For Immediate Address Changes
Please Call 970-881-2250

Effective Date:

Name:

New Address:

City: State: Zip:
Work Phone:  ( )

Home Phone: ( )

Sightings
By John Sprackling

Honeybee
Apis mellifera

Originally natives of Africa, Europe, and the Middle East, Honeybees
have been domesticated and imported to the Americas (North and South),
the Far East, Australia, and New Zealand. They are very important to our
agricultural economy as pollinators of everything from fruit trees to field
crops. Beehives are moved into agricultural areas to ensure pollination
during growing seasons.

Honeybees live in colonies with distinct social orders enabling colony survival. At the top is one fertile
queen bee that lives for three to four years and can lay up to 3,000 eggs per day. She has a sting used only to
fight and destroy rival queens. She is accompanied by thousands of worker bees, infertile females that do all the
work including building combs, gathering pollen, feeding and rearing the young, and fighting off threats to the
colony. Worker bees can sting but die doing so as the barbed stinger is ripped from their bodies. They live only
30-40 days, literally working themselves to death. Lowest in the social order are several hundred drones, males
that do no work and sole function is to mate with the queen when she is five to six days old, making her fertile.
Drones have no sting and after the queen has become fertile most drones are destroyed by worker bees, thus
quickly reducing the colony’s welfare rolls.

Honeybee populations across the U.S. have declined drastically the last five years. Larimer County
beekeepers believe that recent warmer, drier growing seasons (droughts) produced fewer flowers leaving
Honeybees undernourished or starving and more vulnerable to viruses.
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